CARLOW LUNATIC ASYLUM. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 16 July 1867;— -for. 



COPIES “ of any Correspondence between the Board of Governors or 
Medical Superintendent of the Carlow Lunatic Asylum in Ireland and the 
Inspectors of Lunatic Asylums in Ireland, relative to the recent Appoint- 
ment of a Clerk and Storekeeper in that Institution 

“ Of the Minutes of the Board on the subject 

C! And, Return of the Dates of the Appointment of the previously appointed 
Storekeepers in the Carlow Lunatic Asylum, stating in each case 
whether the Appointment was made by His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 
or by the Medical Superintendent with the sanction of the Local Board of 
Governors.” 



( Mr. Cogan.) 



Ordered , by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
5 December 1867. 



✓ 



30 . 
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5 March 1867 


Resident Medical Superintendent to Inspectors of 
Lunatic Asylums ------ 
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7 M arch „ 


Inspectors of Lunatics to Under Secretary 
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17 April „ 


Resident Medical • Superintendent to Inspectors of 
Lunatics -------- 
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20 May „ 


Extracts from Proceedings of the Board of Governors 
of the Asylum - 
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5 June „ 


Inspectors of Lunatics to Resident Medical Super- 
intendent -------- 
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7 June „ 


Resident Medical Superintendent to Inspectors of 
Lunatics -------- 
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COPIES of any Correspondence between the Board of Governors or 
Medical Superintendent of the Carlow Lunatic Asylum in Ireland and the 
Inspectors-^ Lunatic Asylums in Ireland , relative to the recent appoint- 
ment of a Cleric and Storekeeper in that Institution : — Of the Minutes 
of the Board on the subject : — And, Return of the Dates of the Appoint- 
ment. of the previously appointed Storekeepers in the Carlow Lunatic 
Asylum, stating in each case whether the Appointment was made by His 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, or by the Medical Superintendent with the 
sanction of the Local Board of Governors. 



— No. l.— 

The Resident Medical Superintendent of the Carlow Asylum to the Inspectors 
of Lunatic Asylums. 

Carlow District Lunatic Asylum, 
Gentlemen, 5 March 1867. 

I have to inform you that Mr. Brennan, clerk and storekeeper to this institu- 
tion, died on yesterday. 

I must again call your attention to the inconvenience which exists from want 
of such an officer, and direct your notice to the following minute made at the 
last meeting of the Board of Governors, held on Monday, the 25th of 
February : — 

“ Ordered, that the attention of the inspectors be called to the want of a clerk 
and storekeeper at present, and they be asked to say in whom the right to make 
the appointment vests. The present clerk is very infirm and advanced in age.” 

I have been obliged, from necessity, to appoint Mr. John Brennan, son to the 
former clerk, to act as clerk and storekeeper pro tem., as he has been highly re- 
commended for the appointment by several members of the Board. I think, if 
yon have no objection, that his appointment would prove an advantage to the 
institution 

May I ask for an early reply on this subject ? 

The minutes of last Board were not forwarded, because I had not forms or 
assistance which I required. 

Lam, &c. 

(signed) M. P. Howlett, r. m. s. 



— No. 2. - 

'Inspectors of Lunatics to the Under Secretary. 

Office of Lunatic Asylums, Dublin Castle, 

7 March 1867. 

The Inspectors have the honour to submit the accompanying communication 
from the Resident Medical Superintendent of the Carlow Asylum, reporting the 
death of the clerk and storekeeper thereof, and suggesting, for the reasons stated, 
the appointment of his son to the vacant office. 

With reference to the query put in the resolution of the Board of Governors, 
30. a 2 the 



Salary, 40 i . 
Allowances esti- 
mated at 48 l . 
per annum. 
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the Inspectors would beg to observe, that m the Carlow Asylum the clerks and 
storekeepers, up to the present (three in number), had been appointed by the 
manager, but by what authority there does not appear any record in the pro- 

. A* r I? f.aflnn 



ceedings of that institution. 



(signed) John Nugent. 



— No. 3. — 

Dr. Howlett to Inspectors of Lunatics. 

. Carlow, 17 April 1867. 

AmSnwJ yon two communications which I this day received from 
the Ve?y Reverend James Maher, one of the Governors of this institution. I 
also send vou a copy of my reply to the first letter I received. 

1 May I beg yon will inform me what course I am to adopt under 
circumstances. j am _ &c 

(signed) if/. P. Howlett . 

The Inspectors of Lunatics. 



the 



Enclosures referred to in foregoing Letter. 



1 —Very Rev. James Maher, p. e., to Dr. Howlett. 

L finally settled without any further loss of tune. Yours _ &c . 

(signed) James Maher, p.p. 
Carlow, 17 April 1867. 1 b 



_ Dr . Howlett to Very Rev. James Maher, p.p. 



iH^^Snunicto thta^ 

clerk and storekeeper to this institution. j remain, See. 

„ , „ (signed) M. P. Hewlett. 

The Very Rev. Janies Maher, p. P- 



3 _ Very Rev. James Maher, n. p., to Dr. Howlett. 

Csigned) James Maher, P.P. 

Graigue, 17 April 1867. 



Memorandum on preceding Letters by Inspector. 

Submitted for the information of the Chief Secretary. ^ ^ w g atcU U. 

18 April 1867. 
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— No. 4. 



Extract from Proceedings of the Board of Governors of the Carlow District 
Asylum, at a Meeting held on 20th May 1867. 

The Board desire to remind the Inspectors that heretofore the manager of the 
District Luna*-'-? Asylum has had the appointment of all subordinate officers, 
subject to the approval of the Board. In pursuance of what is considered his 
right, Dr. Howlett appointed John Brennan, son of the late clerk, to the situation 
of clerk and storekeeper, in the place of his late father, and the Board confirmed, 
on the 18th March last, the appointment. . 

The Board were therefore much surprised that no notice whatever having 
been taken of the appointment of John Brennan, a Mr. John Abraham came 
down as having been appointed clerk and storekeeper by his Excellency, 
depriving the manager of the privilege of appointing a person on whose efficiency 
so much depends. The Board beg also to remonstrate against an appointment 
over which they have had no control. They therefore require that the appoint- 
ment of John Brennan, made in accordance with previous usage, be confirmed, 
and that the irregular appointment of Mr. John Abraham be annulled. 

Under these circumstances, the Board have declined to pay the months salary 
claimed by Mr. Abraham. 

(signed) James Maher, Chairman. 

Other Governors present Robert C. Browne, Esq., D.n„ William Dnckett, 
Esq., J. p. ; Very Rev. J. Dunne, d.d. 



Extract from Proceedings of Board of Governors of Carlow Asylum, on 
10th June 1867. 

The Board refuse to recognise the appointment of John Abraham to the office 
of clerk and storekeeper, and will not order payment of his salary. 



(signed) James Maher, Chairman. 

Other Governors present Samuel Houghton, Esq. ; Right Rev. Dr. Walshe. 

The following letter of Dr. Howlett (7th June 1867*) contains all the * 
information available regarding the names, dates of appointment, and of the 
clerks and storekeepers appointed before the present clerk (Mr. J. Abraham). 



— No. 5. — 

Inspectors of Lunatics to the Resident Medical Superintendent of the 
Carlow Asylum. 

Office of Lunatic Asylums, Dublin Castle, 
gir 5 June 1867. 

Yon will please state by return of post whether the clerk and storek^per m 
your asylum has hitherto been appointed by the Local Board ; and, if so, whethei 
the sanction oL Government was sought to ratify the appointment so made. 

You will also give the name and date of appointment of such office! from the 
opening of the asylum to the present time. ^ ^ ^ 

(signed) W ■ J '• Corbet, 

Chief Clerk.. 
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6 PAPERS CARLOW LUNATIC ASYLUM. 

— . No. 6. — 

Tile Resident Medical Superintendent of the Carlow District Lunatic Asylum to 
Inspectors of Lunatics. 



Gentlemen, Carlow, 7 June 1867. 

In reply to your letter inquiring liow the clerk and storekeeper**!:, this institu- 
tion has hitherto been appointed, I beg to inform you that there is no record on 
the books of such appointment. 

The first manager, Mr. Crofton, appointed to the situation of storekeeper a 
Mr. Patrick M ‘Caffrey : Crofton died in August 1834, and M'Caffrey was ap- 
pointed by the Lord Lieutenant to succeed him. He (M ‘Caffrey) appointed as 
clerk and storekeeper a person named Church. Of this appointment there is no 
record, more than that his salary was fixed by the Board on the 4th of October 
1836, at 25 l. per annum. 

Church died in 1837, and the late clerk, J. Brennan, was appointed to the 
office ; but of this appointment there is no record either. 

It is plain that the Lord Lieutenant’s sanction for any of these appointments 
was not obtained. Nor is there anything in the Minute Book to show that they 
received the formal sanction of the Board. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) M. P. Howlett, r. m. s. 

G. W. Hatched, j 

.Office of Lunatic Asylums, Dublin Castle, 

23 July 1867. 
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